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Early Years Policy
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Cantref Primary School is a Rights Respecting School. Children and adults work together to recognise and act upon the rights of the child within our school, our local community and the wider world. We believe that by understanding their own rights children learn to respect and value the rights of others.

At Cantref children learn about rights through the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Children are taught that with rights come responsibilities. We believe that learning should be fun and that by encouraging respect for each other and valuing the opportunities available we all grow and learn together.

The Curriculum for Wales is a continuum for children’s learning from 3 to 16 years. It encompasses all learning, building upon and extending previous learning experiences, knowledge and skills of the child through rich, authentic learning experiences.  The Early Years places great emphasis on children learning by doing. We believe young children should be given more opportunities to gain first hand experiences through play and active involvement rather than by completing exercises in books. We want them to understand how things work and to find different ways to solve problems.
At this stage the foundations for all subsequent learning are established.  Children learn best when they feel happy, safe and secure in their learning environment. This is achieved through the exploration of practical based activities, which gradually become more directed according to stage and ability. Play/active learning is fundamental to the early years education; activities are fun and stimulating. Well-planned play helps children to think and make sense of their world. Through experiential learning children will have opportunities to develop and extend their linguistic and communication skills, allowing them to investigate, to explore, to problem solve and think creatively.
Educational provision for young children is holistic; building on what the child can do, therefore putting the child and not the curriculum at the centre of learning.

Young children learn most effectively when they are actively involved in first hand experiences both indoors and outdoors.

AIMS
· To achieve the 4 purposes of the CfW

· Ambitious, capable learners. 
· Healthy, confident individuals. 
· Enterprising, creative contributors. 
· Ethical, informed citizens.
· To provide every child with opportunities to experience different activities within, and across, the Areas of Learning & Experience.
· To ensure that the children learn through purposeful and structured play

· To ensure that the curriculum is broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated

· To ensure that every child is viewed as an individual and that their individual needs are being met as far as possible

· To foster independence and encourage each child to reach his/her full potential

· To develop positive attitudes to learning so that they enjoy learning and will want to continue with their education longer.

· To develop children’s self-esteem and self-confidence to experiment, investigate, learn new things and form new relationships that are positive and productive.
· To develop children’s creative and expressive skills and observation to encourage their development as individuals with different ways of responding to experiences.

· To develop children’s activities in the outdoors where they can have first-hand experiences of solving real life problems and learn about how to care for their environment.

PLANNING

A well planned curriculum is vital to prevent underachievement and to raise overall standards.

All curriculum planning must show that:

· it is broad, balanced and differentiated, but does not put ‘a ceiling’ on children’s learning.
· it is flexible to cater for children who are at different stages of development.

· it takes into account prior learning and attainment.

· educational provision is holistic.

· the child is at the centre of all planning (these are shown in red on documentation).
· there is a balance between structured learning through child-initiated activities and those directed by adults.

· the activities inspire and challenge children’s potential for learning.

· adults are aware of using good range of high quality questioning.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
With the introduction of the Curriculum for Wales in 2022, there are six areas of learning and experience which provide an appropriate curriculum that supports the development of children and their skills. We believe that these six areas must complement each other and work together to provide a cross-curricular approach to form authentic learning experiences and opportunities for each child.
The six areas of learning and Experience are:

· Health & Wellbeing
· Languages, Literacy and Communication
· Mathematics & Numeracy
· Humanities
· Science & Technology
· Expressive Arts
· Creative Development

Outdoor Learning Areas
The development and use of the outdoors as a learning environment is very important for the development of all children. We feel that it is important for:
· children’s health and fitness children to have first-hand experience of nature.

· problem solving skills 
· first-hand experience of conservation and sustainability.

· developing a love of nature and taking part in outdoor activities.
· Transferring skills between the classroom and outdoors.
· Allowing children to take measured risks in a supported, enabling environment with enabling adults to support the advancement of learning.

DEVELOPING SKILLS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

We believe that our holistic curriculum allows children to develop their skills across a wide range of activities and experiences. These skills include
· Literacy & Numeracy Framework

· Digital Competence Framework
ASSESSMENT & REPORTING

Assessment for Learning

At Cantref Primary School we recognise that Assessment for Learning (AfL) lies at the heart of promoting learning and in raising standards of attainment. We further recognise that effective AfL depends on using the information gained:

· Making ongoing assessments and responding appropriately to pupils during ‘day-to-day’ teaching. These ‘immediate’ responses are mainly verbal and are not normally recorded. 

· Written feedback in books is in response to the success criteria of the lesson;

· Building on prior learning ~ adjusting planning and teaching within units of work in response to pupils’ knowledge and understanding;

Assessment takes the form of observation. These regular assessments of children’s learning are used to ensure future planning, reflects identified needs and are in line with the age appropriate progression steps (2022) 
The following assessments are also used:
· On-entry baseline assessment for nursery and reception – September 2022. Early Years staff devised our own baseline which reflected the areas that we felt were important for our children and staff. This will be reviewed annually to reflect the needs of our children.

· NPT numeracy assessment (reception)

· PERA phonic & reading assessment is used in reception in the Spring & Summer Term to assess the acquisition of literacy skills.
· RWInc assessments – completed throughout reception every 6-8 weeks

Parents are invited to ‘meet the teacher’ at initial meetings and also when their child is welcomed into the Reception class on visits prior to them starting school in September. Nursery staff undertake home visits at the beginning of the Autumn term.
Parent-Teacher Consultations plus an annual report keeps parents very well informed of their child’s progress.
Nursery and reception classes also utilize the Seesaw app to keep families up to date with classroom activities as well as it being a route for direct messages between families and the class teacher
CWRICWLWM CYMREIG
Cwricwlwm Cymreig will be developed across all areas of learning through an integrated approach by developing children’s understanding of the cultural identity unique to Wales.

Role of the Practitioner

The practitioner is seen as the ‘enabling adult’ and facilitator of learning with the child at the heart of learning and teaching. Practitioners lead, develop ideas, direct teach concepts skills and knowledge, role model, play alongside, scaffold, and intervene where appropriate to progress children’s learning and work as part of a team.   A greater emphasis is placed on observation as a tool for planning and assessing children’s needs to develop assessment for and of learning. The introduction of Seesaw allows staff to evidence practical learning activities and attainment as well as inform parents of what the school is covering and set home learning.  Teaching approaches within the Early Years will vary according to the multiple ways in which children learn. A range of teaching styles is used where appropriate- individual/paired/small group/whole group.
Planning should create an exciting, stimulating and purposeful learning environment for children using all the space available both indoors and outdoors. Planning involves LSA’s and teaching staff. There should be flexibility within the planned activities to allow for spontaneity and freedom for children to explore their own interests and knowledge.

Practitioners will need to consider
· The needs of the children

· The areas of learning and the relationships between them

· The setting/school

· The cohort/class

· Children’s input in the planning process
Activities within the classroom and further afield are planned in such a way as to encourage full and active participation by all children irrespective of ability, ensuring that individual potential is met.  Some children may receive work which is planned in similar steps, with additional scaffolding, more time for consolidation, and may require specialist resources. There should be opportunities for more able and talented children to work at higher levels

INCLUSION

Through formal and informal assessments, we identify the needs of all children and use appropriate organisational strategies, resources and multi-sensory teaching methods to cater for these needs ~ see Inclusion Policy; Additional Educational Needs Policy and More Able and Talented Policy.

Where necessary teachers will, in consultation with the ALNCo, initially consult the schools ALN provision map which may lead to the drawing up a One Page Profile for a child. If a child’s needs are particularly severe, they will work with the school’s Educational Psychologist to formulate an action plan, where requests may be made for additional assessments in order to meets individual needs. 
As a staff we maintain an awareness of, and provide for, equal opportunities for all our pupils. We show due regard to equal opportunities through our equality and equity approaches to learning and teaching and in the published materials we use with our pupils. Additional support staff are made available where necessary to support groups or individual children, working collaboratively with the class teacher.

RESOURCES MANAGEMENT
Resources are reviewed and purchased as and when they are required, in order that class topics can be delivered effectively. The most recent focus has been on the outdoor area to allow children opportunities to apply skills across many areas. We feel that it is particularly important for our children to have a say in what areas are available outside. For example, they may express an interest in a particular role play setting and staff will endeavor to provide this.
Review and Evaluation

This policy will be reviewed every 3 years and any amendments presented to the Governing Body. Our link governor for Early Years is Mr Paul Wadsworth
Reviewed Spring Term 2023
To be reviewed – Spring Term 2026
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